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HISTORIC AMERICAN  BUILDINGS   SURVEY 

ROANOKE,  TOWN OF HABS No. WV-209-K; 
(Craig Store)(Post  Store) 

Location*.  Roanoke, West Virginia. 

Elevation:  ca. 1060'. 

UTM References as given on the National Register of Historic Places Nomination form: 
Zone:  17 
Easting:  5W20 
Northing:   4309070 

U.S.G.S. Map:   Roanoke, West Virginia, 7.5'(1966 edition, photo revised 1979). 

Present Owner:   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Present Occupant:  none. 

Present Use:  none. 

Construction Date:  ca. 1912. 

Informants: Bertha Brinkiey; Freda Fisher; Gordon and Nell Hall} Oliver "Peck" Posey; 
Lawrence G. Smith. 

Historical Information: As in nearly all of Roanoke, West Virginia, and as in the case of 
all of the properties within the Roanoke National Register of Historic Places District, 
the lot on which the Post store stands was sold by Joseph Hall from a larger 
tract of land that he owned. In 1873, William Godfrey and Draper Mitchell purchased a 4 
acre parcel from Hall on which they intended to construct a gristmill (See 
Historical Information for HABS No. WV-209-L for a longer discussion of this topic.) In 
turn, they sold a portion of their 4 acres (Lot 4) to Isaac Waldo ca. 1874.  It is 
not until the year 1882 that the tax records reflect the existence of any 
improvements on Lot 4, however. For the following 16 years, the owner was taxed for 
improvements . Shortly after the turn of the 20th century the lot was split into 
two parcels . Parcel 2, on which it is presumed that the subject structure 
stands,  is not shown in the tax records as again having improvements until 
1912. Although local informants have suggested that the Post store/dwelling was erected 
in the 1890s (Gordon and Nell Hall 1981, pers. comm.), the general appearance of the 
structure in addition to the fact that it was built using only wire nails suggests that it 
dates from the early 20th century. A construction date of ca. 1912 certainly is 
reasonable. 

From  1905 until ca. 1914 the building was owned by Emma Craig who is 
remembered for having operated a one room millinery shop on the premises until after 
World War I when she moved to Parkersburg, West Virginia (Lawrence G. Smith 1981, 
pers. comm.). 

Shortly after the Craig occupancy, the structure was purchased by W. L. Post 
It is not known whether Post ran a business from the structure, used it as a 

dwelling or simply rented it to tenants.  The division of the structure into two rooms is 
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% ught to have taken place after Miss Craig left the structure, however.   During the 
1920s, 3im Shackleford operated a barber shop in the front room (Room 1) 
and  a  restaurant   at   the  rear.     Some  residents  of  Roanoke   recall  that  each  noon, 
Shackleford would close his barber shop and restaurant and, after hanging his "out to 
lunch" sign on the door, go home to eat (Oliver "Peck" Posey 1981, pers. comm.). 

In the late 1920s, the structure became part of the property of Vivian and Roscoe 
Heflin. Heflin, a World War I veteran, had built a plain one story gambrel- 
roofed dwelling a few feet away from the Craig millinery shop in the early 1900s. In 
1928, he remodeled the shop into a dwelling which he and his wife rented (Bertha 
Brinkley 1981, pers. comm.). 

After Roscoe Heflin's death, his widow sold the property in 197^ to Raymond Heflin 
and Lorraine (Delbridge) Heflin . How they utilized it is not known.   In 1974 
they sold it to their daughter and son-in-law, Vicki (Delbridge) Bo wen and Dana Bowen. 

The Bowens, who lived in the old Roscoe Heflin dwelling until it burned in 
1967, used the old millinery shop for storage purposes after they rebuilt their home 
(Bertha Brinkley 1981, pers. comm.). The property subsequently was sold to Joseph and 
Freda Fisher in 1974 who retained ownership until the property was purchased by the U.S. 
Government. 

Architectural  Information: 

General Description:   The Post store/dwelling is a one story, two bay frame (clapboard 
filing) structure with a shed roof; a small porch is attached to the south elevation of the 

ructure. 

Exterior Description : 

Overall Dimensions:  16*5" x 20'6". 
Foundation:. The foundation consists of three 6" x 6" to 8" x 8" wooden piers along all 

four sides of the structure; there is a concrete block pier at the southeast corner. 
Walls: The walls are composed of clapboards painted white and applied with wire nails; 

access door to the crawl space "attic" is on the south exterior wall. 
Framing:  This is composed of light timber framing 2" x 4" studs on 17"-1*9" centers. 
Porch: There is no porch across the west or front elevation; the "front" door is 

reached by ascending one concrete step (33" wide x 15" tread x 8" high) plus a riser of 
10"; a 31 wide concrete sidewalk leads from the step to a 3*8" wide concrete sidewalk 
which passes the front (i.e., west) of the dwelling and which ends at the north side of the 
structure. On the south wall, a 6*2" wide x 8'3" long porch is located at the rear door; the 
deteriorated deck, raised on concrete piers at the southeast and southwest corners and 
hung from the structure, consists of 5"-V wide unpainted boards; two white-painted V x 
4" columns support a shed roof covered by roiled roofing . 

Chimney:   A small stove pipe protrudes through the south wall from the "attic" area. 

Roof: The shed roof is covered with sheet metal roofing overlayed with asphalt roiled 
roofing and then by felt paper. 

Interior Description:   Room 1   (Room numbers are keyed to floor plan on page 16) 

:unction:   living room (formerly a barbershop). 
Dimensions:  9'1 1/2" x 15'6"; 8*11" ceiling. 
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Wallcovering: 1,2H-1,3M wide plain boards covered with wallpaper; subsequently 
covered with fiber board and then papered but more recently painted sandalwood. 

Fioorcovering: 2 l/4H-3 1/2" plain boards; covered in central area with linoleum; area 
beyond linoleum painted dark yellow-brown. 

Ceiling: 6 1/2" plain boards covered with wallpaper but more recently with fiber 
board; painted white. 

Baseboard: 5" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating: gas connection through floor near south wall; gas exhaust pipe through south 

wall. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on west wall adjacent to door; 

duplex outlet on west wall. 

Interior Description:  Room 2 

Function:   kitchen (formerly part of restaurant). 
Dimensions:  77 1/2" x 107 1/2"; V&" ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 17"-1,3M wide plain boards covered with wallpaper; subsequently 

covered with fiber board and then papered but more recently painted blue-green. 
Fioorcovering: 2 l/4"-3 i/2" plain boards covered with linoleum. 
Ceiling: 6 1/2' plain boards covered with wallpaper but more recently with fiber board; 

painted white. 
Baseboard:  5 1/2" plain board; quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating:  gas connection through floor immediately below window. 
Fireplace:  none 
Plumbing:  sink along wall at north end of room. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture; switch on south wall adjacent to door; 

duplex outlets on south wall to left and right of door. 

Interior Description: Room 3 

Function:  bedroom. 
Dimensions: 7*9" x 10'3M; 8' ceiling. 
Wallcovering: 112,-.1,3H wide boards covered with wallpaper; subsequently covered with 

fiber board; painted blue-green. 
Fioorcovering: 2 1/4"-3 1/2" plain boards covered with linoleum. 
Ceiling: 6 1/2" plain boards covered with wallpaper but more recently with fiber 

board; painted white. 
Baseboard:  5 1/4" plain boards; quarter round shoe; painted white. 
Heating:  none. 
Fireplace:  none. 
Plumbing:  none. 
Lighting and Electricity: central ceiling fixture with pullchain; duplex outlet on north 

wall 

Site: 

General Setting and Orientation : The Post store/dwelling is situated ca. 9' 
east of West Virginia County Route 19/24, and the lot is bordered on the south by the 
Whitesel store/Odd Fellows Lodge, on the east by the West 
Fork River and on the north by a (now) vacant plot of land. 
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istoric Landscape Design; The previous appearance of the landscape is impossible to 
determine accurately as the structure was vacant for some time prior to its recording in 
1981; it is overgrown with grass and weeds, and many plantings have been removed. 
Along the south wall there are privet (Liqustrum sp.) shrubs; adjacent to the "front" on 
the west elevation there is a buddelia (Buddelia~sp.) bush; a live-for-ever (AnaphaUs sp.) 
plant grows immediately south of the front step. 

Outbuildings: none. 

For  project  information  and bibliography,   see  ROANOKE  HABS   No.   WV-209. 

For  other  structures   in   the Roanoke  area,   see  HABS  No.s  WV—209-A   -S. 

The report from which this HABS documentation was prepared, along with field 
notes and over 90 hours of interview tapes, will be archived at the University 
of West Virginia, Morgantown, West Virginia. 

€ 
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Perspective   control   photograph   of  th* 

store Wcomro1 ***«*of - - „■ north elevations of the Post 
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Perspective control photograph of the east and south elevations of the Post 

r 

Perspective control photograph of the south elevation of  the Post store 
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• 

Ciose-up of 2/2 double 
hung sash window in the north waU of 
Room   1  of the Post store jn 
1981.   Except for the window pictured 

this  window   style   is 
typical of those found in the structure. 

Close-up of single sash window in the east wall of Room 2 of the Post store 
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Floor plan and longitudinal section (A-A) through the Post store 
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WEST  ELEVATtON 

EAST ELEVATION 

rLKH  

West and east elevations of the Post store 
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NORTH   ELEVATION 

SOUTH  ELEVATION 

r-LH-H 

North and south elevations of the Post store 
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TYPICAL  WINDOW & DOOR 

in 

TYPICAL WINDOW A DOOR  MOLDING 
(SHOWING  HEAD CONDITKM) 

TYPICAL WINDOW SILL 

Typical architectural details of the Post store 


